
TRAVEL AND RELIGION IN ANTIQUITY:
A PRELIMINARY CLASSIFIED BIBLIOGRAPHY
(Prepared by Angela Brkich, Sacha Mathew, Daniel Bernard, and Philip A. Harland, Concordia
University)

June 10, 2005 edition

CONTENTS:
1. Realities of Travel in the Ancient Mediterranean

a) General

b) Dangers of travel (including piracy, banditry, or brigandage)

2. Religions of the Ancient Mediterranean and Travel (primarily Greco-Roman religions)

a) Pilgrimage: Festivals, processions, sacred ites, oracles, healing sanctuaries, initiations

b) Traveling or Itinerant cult founders, religious practitioners, philosophers, and holy men

(e.g. Apollonius of Tyana, Peregrinus, Alexander of Abonuteichos, Thessalos)

c) Diffusion of religions and geographical approaches to religious movements (see also sections 6d and 7a)

3. Ancient EthnograJune 10, 2005phy, Geography, and Travelogues: Real and Imagined

4. Immigrants, Occupational Travelers, and their Religious Lives (see also section 2c on diffusion)

a) Immigrants: Homeland relations, identity maintenance, and acculturation

b) Occupational travelers (including nomads)

5. Judaism, the Near East, and Travel: Festivals, Journey Motifs, and Otherworldly Journeys

6. Early Christianity and Travel

a) Jesus, the gospels, and travel: Itinerancy and travel motifs in narratives

b) Paul, the Acts of the Apostles, and travel

c) Other early Christian literature and archeology: Travel, geography, and travel motifs 

d) Geography of heresies (see also section 2c on diffusion)

7. Interdisciplinary and Cross-Cultural Methods and Theory

a) Geography of religion: Sacred space, pilgrimage, and diffusion

b) Cultural history of travel: Travel-writing, cultural encounters, and colonialism



2
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Humbert, G.
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Routledge.

Meirat, Jean
1964 Marines antiques de la Méditerranée. Paris: Fayard.

Millar, Fergus
1977 The Emperor in the Roman World (31 BC - AD 337). Ithaca: Cornell University

Press. (Diplomacy)
Mooney, William West

1920 Travel Among the Ancient Romans. Boston: R. G. Badger.
Morton, Jamie
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Mosley, Derek J.
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Olshausen, Eckart, and Hildegard Biller
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Rougé, Jean
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Ancient Ships. BAR international series, 1268. Oxford, England: John and Erica
Hedges.
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b) Dangers of travel (including piracy, banditry, or brigandage)
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MacMullen, R.
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JESHO 33:198-270.
1993 “The Bandit.” In Andrea Giardina, ed.: The Romans. Chicago: University of

Chicago Press, pp. 300-341.
1993 “Tyrants, Bandits, and Kings: Personal Power in Josephus.” JJS 44:176-204.
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2. Religions of the Ancient Mediterranean and Travel
(primarily Greco-Roman religions)

a) Pilgrimage: Festivals, Processions, Sacred Sites, Oracles, Healing
Sanctuaries, Initiations

Alcock, Susan, ed.
1994 Placing the Gods: Sanctuaries and Sacred Space in Ancient Greece. Oxford:

Clarendon Press.
Alcock, Susan E., John F. Cherry, and John (Jás) Elsner, eds.

2001 Pausanias: Travel and Memory in Roman Greece. New York: Oxford University
Press.

Behr, Charles A., trans.
1981-1986 P. Aelius Aristides: The Complete Works. Leiden: E.J. Brill.

Blagg, Thomas
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Coleman, Simon, and John (Jás) Elsner
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2001a “Structuring ‘Greece’: Pausanias’s Periegesis as a Literary Construct.” In Susan
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Roman Greece. New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 3-20.

2001b “Describing the Self in the Language of the Other: Pseudo (?) Lucian at the
Temple of Hierapolis.” In Simon Goldhill, ed.: Being Greek Under Rome:
Cultural Identity, the Second Sophistic, and the Development of Empire.
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Elsner, John (Jás), and Ian Rutherford, eds.
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Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Foertmeyer, Victoria Ann

1989 “Tourism in Graeco-Roman Egypt.” Doctoral dissertation. Princeton: Princeton
University.
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California Press.
Frankfurter, David

1998 “Introduction: Approaches to Coptic Pilgrimage.” In David Frankfurter, ed.:
Pilgrimage and Holy Space in Late Antique Egypt. Leiden: Brill, pp. 3-48.

1998 Pilgrimage and Holy Space in Late Antique Egypt. RGRW, 134. Leiden: Brill.
Harland, Philip A.

2003 “Christ-Bearers and Fellow-Initiates: Local Cultural Life and Christian Identity in
Ignatius’ Letters.” JECS 11:481-499. (Processions)

Hunt, E.D.
1984 “Travel, Tourism and Piety in the Roman Empire: A Context for the Beginnings

of Christian Pilgrimage.” EMC 28:391-417.
Lane Fox, Robin

1986 Pagans and Christians. New York: HarperSanFrancisco.
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1971 Pausanias: Guide to Greece. Harmondsworth: Penguin.
Mackie, Chris

1996 “Initiatory Journeys in Homer.” In Matthew Dillon, ed.: Religion in the Ancient
World: New Themes and Approaches. Amsterdam: Adolf M. Hakkert.

Matthews, John F.
1989 “Hostages, Philosophers, Pilgrims, and the Diffusion of Ideas in the Late Roman

Mediterranean and Near East.” In F.M. Clover and R.S. Humphreys, eds.:
Tradition and Innovation in Late Antiquity. Madison, WI: The University of
Wisconsin Press, pp. 29-49.

Parke, H.W.
1985 The Oracles of Apollo in Asia Minor. London: Croom Helm.

Pretzler, Maria
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Price, S.R.F.
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Rutherford, Ian
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1998 “Island of the Extremity: Space, Language and Power in the Pilgrimage

Traditions of Philae.” In David Frankfurter, ed.: Pilgrimage and Holy Space in
Late Antique Egypt. RGRW, 134. Leiden: Brill, pp. 229-256.

1999 “‘To the Land of Zeus..’: Patterns of Pilgrimage in Aelius Aristides.” Aevum
Antiquum 12:133-148.

2001 “Tourism and the Sacred: Pausanias and the Traditions of Greek Pilgrimage.” In
Susan E. Alcock, John F. Cherry and John (Jás) Elsner, eds.: Pausanias: Travel
and Memory in Roman Greece. New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 40-52.

Vernant, Jean Pierre
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1983 “Hestia-Hermes: The Religious Expression of Space and Movement in Ancient
Greece.” In Myth and Thought Among the Greeks. London: Routledge, pp. 127-
175.

b) Traveling or Itinerant Cult Founders, Religious Practitioners, Philosophers,
and Holy Men
(e.g. Apollonius of Tyana, Peregrinus, Alexander of Abonuteichos, Thessalos)

Anderson, Graham
1986 Philostratus: Biography and Belles Letters in the Third Century AD. London:

Croom Helm.
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1994 Sage, Saint and Sophist: Holy Men and Their Associates in the Early Roman

Empire. London: Routledge.
Benko, Stephen

1980 Pagan Rome and the Early Christians. Bloomington: Indiana University Press.
Bowie, Ewen Lyall
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Burkert, Walter
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Edwards, Mark J.
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Tyana.” JHS 117:22-37.
Engberg-Pedersen, Troels

1998 “The Hellenistic Öffentlichkeit: Philosophy as a Social Force in the Greco-Roman
World.” In Peder Borgen, David B. Gowler and Vernon K. Robbins, eds.:
Recruitment, Conquest, and Conflict: Strategies in Judaism, Early Christianity
and the Greco-Roman World. Emory Studies in Early Christianity. Atlanta, GA:
Scholars Press, pp. 15-38.

Festugière, André-Jean
1967 “L’expérience religieuse du médecin Thessalos.” In Hermétisme et mystique

païenne. Paris: Aubier-Montaigne, pp. 141-180.
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1996 “The Ubiquitous ‘Divine Man.’” Numen 43:82-98.
Francis, James A.
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Friedrich, Hans-Veit, ed.
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Jones, C.P.
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(see also section 6d on the “Geography of heresies”)
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